The keeping and trading of cettle detsrminsd the sconomy of
Denmark and Schlgswig-Holstein to a considerables extent from
the end of the fifteenth until the eighteenth century.
Countless herds of cattle were driven south from Jutland
through Schleswig-Holstein during this pericd. Some sources
aven mention this at an earlier date:; in 138Y% Danmish cattle
were sold at Dutch markets, and in 143% in Cologne.

There were three main routss along which the cattle weres
diriven south From Jutland.

The drover™s trail to the sast led from éalborg viae Veijle to
the customs point of the Juchy of Schleswig, and then to
Folding., From here the trail led to Haderslsy, Immerwatt, K1,
Dannemwerk, Fropper Husch, Nibbel /Rendeburg and on to
Jevenstedt. Here the road divided. FPart of the cattle herds
wers diriven to the market in Itzshoe, part of them were taken
via Meumlnster to Bad Bramstedt, where the trail to the Elbe
again divided, onse mesting point was the markset in Wedel,
which the herds reached via (tersen: other herds were taken
to the Elbs crossing at Zollenspisker via Ochsenzeoll and
Hergedort.

The central trail came From Skive and led to Ténder via
Miborg and Légumkloster. &t thise point it joined the western
L along which, coming From Holstebro, one reached the
market in Husum in twelve davse via Ribe, Ténder, Slderligum
arnd lLeck, Cattle w?‘rh ad not been sold were driven further
south via Hollingstedt in the divection of Eropper Busch,
Tater directlv.
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& minoe trail From Schleswig past BEckernfirde, Hiel, Frestz,
Flon and Butin to Libsck may bhe mentionsd.

Towns were usually avoided dus to the narrow stresets,
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Even today street names bear witness to these former timss.
Im Fle nsbu;g we Find, fFor exzamnple, the street nams "Am
Ochsenweg” in Fropp the "Oohsenweg”, in Erogasps near
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Neumuﬂﬁtﬁ” ihe "UOssenweg"” and in Utersen the "Ossenpadd”

The aold trails have, of cour=se, disappeared to a great
sxtent. Agricultural cultivation and roads have superimposed
t” Mo The last trahmh can be Ffound south of Leck and in the

FMaritime trading must bs mentioned. From the west cosst of
Denmark the Ehip" went to hw=%frzaeland and the Danish
Baltic islands supplied the area around Libsck,

The land trail through QLhJE‘Hla“hu15t(l endasd in Hedesl,
Blankensse or Iollenspisker at the ferrvies which orossed the
Elbe, mostly without the use of sails, and manned by sight
maEn using poles. The order of transport was determined by the
time of registration, but princes, counts and landowners
naturally enjoved privileges. Round about 1600 up to 23,000
cathle per annum wers krane; rted by ferry in dWedel.
Crossing the Flbe was not alwayvs easy. Feports show that on




The road southwards was difficult. Three to four miles were
coavered in one day. Somstimes the herds were on the move for
up to four weeks, and often the cettle arrived at bthe markets
im poor conditian.

a herd normally consisted of 40-530 cattle, with two or three
dravers. The drovers wers templted by the decent wages; which
lay above their ﬂlﬂl!q: in their native country. They also
received Ffree lodgings and food on the ocutward journey.

At the height of the cattle trading era & large number of
taverns came into existence along the largs cattles trails,
the so-called "Erldge” (inns — M. BGerman dialect). Buch inns
were to he found in Ridekro, Oeverses, Rothenbrug ov Eropper
Busch, alwavs away Ffrom the towns at & site where land was
cheap. The amount of land nesded to accommodats the herds was
gquite considerable at timss. d

The inn at Bommer lund nn"'h of Flenshburg has its own stary to
tell. In 1740 a wounded seoldier was put up and nursed here.
O his departure he paid the innkeeper by giving him &
formerly unknown recipe for spirits. After this the first
"Hommer lunder Aguavit’ was distilled. The inn .
untortunately, i= not there any longer:; a memorial stone at
the site reminds us today of this story. ‘

But now we aust return to the drovers. Hefore the herds
reached & tavern, the "Futterschatfer” - often the son of

one of the traders who was supposed to learn bhe trade - rode
on ahead, in order to find accommodation. This became more
giffFicult the further south they went, bec cause more and more

ferds assembled.

Every pair of oxen was given 7-8 kg of hav. The farm hands
had bound the sheaves during the winter, and often they did
ot take bthe weight very sspriously. Iha animals were nob
given thse best hay.
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Aocommodation angd Food weres Lo be found at bthe inn,
drovers took it in tuens bto watoch over the aﬁihaia.
tradesmen had & special raom, and they were given a
mEal, The drov « @n the other hand, were usually
pea soupy the innkeeper’s wife described their +tood as
PEmelder ., Due to the free food, snormous guantities were
aften consumed; one had to consider the return Jjowney, whi
would indeed be more neagre.
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It remains to be said that Lthey were often mot paid until the
return journey, after the business transaction had besn
concluded.

The journey was alsc dangsrous, Here is a citation +From the
Eropp Chronicles: )

"Elthough Eroop was only & sebtblement with a few hundre
inhabitants in the middle sges, 1t was well known all over
the country — and notorious. Tradesmen and travellers
=]

drovers, dispatch-riders and the drivers of the mail-coaches
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robberse and gangsters, who were well hidden in the low
rusheood forest, and in their ocun special way went about
improving their vital necessitie The words "legality"” and
morals” were unfamiliar ta thema or they suppressed them. ..
In 14665 even the state mail-coach was attacked and completely
looted abt Fropper Busaoh",

Arimther interpretation would seem to come close to the truth
of ths saying: Here the drovers® t.dll was very sandy and
Ffull of holes, the coasch drivers had problems both in the
winter and in the summer, and they were afraid of this
stretch of road. "Du bls Kropper Busch noch ni vérbi!" was
their warning when they passed one another.

Ever today this saying is emblazoned on the wall of the inn
there and reminds us of the dangers and wrongs of bygone
dave. Incidentally, thg first inn was situated about 100
metres gast of the present one. It was pulled down in 18345
wihen the new road (the pr'-fn% B77 road) was built.

Apart from the arrﬂmmudﬁh*nn and Food For o the drovers and bthe
money for fodder for the oxen, it was the customs duty that
presented a Financial strain on the traders. fAs far as the
Elbe ons had to estimate about 10¥ of the cost prics, as far
as Westfriesland a further 10¥ for the customs duty for

b idges and rosds, a2 well as ferry charges
Here the "great duty” must be mentioned, wllch qad to he paid
at ths border betwesn Dermarbk and the DJchy ofF Sohleswig. The

roval customs points at Ribe and Folding were to becoms true
goldminss, sspecially when a duty of two shillings per ox was
increased btwerntyfFold in 1542, About & FifFth of all the Danish
customs revenus went into the treassury in prosperous vears.
‘or oxen from the Duchy the "great doty” was paid at the

irst customs poinhk.
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On the way south further customs points had to be na::@J ek
these places the duty for bridges and roads usually only

amounted to a few penndes. The customs receipts served as
passes for the remainder of the journev.

On repeated cococasions the customs officials demanded more
than required. Letters of complaint in the archives bear
witness to this.

Customs hooks are a good and a useful source of obtaining
more exact figures about cattle droving. The documents of the
customns offices of Gottord and Rendsburg are particularly
important. There are hardly any documents from the customs
noint at bthe Eider crossing in Frisdrichstadt, but the numbsr
of herds passing through here was probably not very
considerable.

I Rendsburg about 380,000 oxen padmpﬂ thr customs point
between 15343 and 1554, 70-80% of the annual customs revenue
was attained hhrough the cattle trads,

From about 1580 up to ths beginning of the 17th century the
number of cattle herds recaded, then it increased
dramatically again. In 1417 alone more than 90, 000 animals




were - able to he reached.

There are reporte, too, about smuggling, especially at the
border. I 19487 the Danish king thrsatened the death penalty
on anvone who committed a customs offence, and customs
ogfficials supervised the border along the Fonged on horse-
back. .

Estimated figures for smuggled oxen fluctuate between 1000
and D000 pEr annuam.

A

stinatione of the cattle herds were mostly the large

The de
markets in Husum, Itzshoe and Wedel. In Hambuwrg there was a

cattle markel even in the 13th century. In Had Bramstedt
there must have heen a market Ffrom tims o tisese; Roland , a
zsymbol of market legitimacy, points to this at all events.

The cattle on the western drovers® trail, coming from
Jutland, were initizlly offered for sale in Husum. Here a
market is documented to have existed since 1493, The besst
animals were purchased most readily here, the others were
diriven on to Itzehos. But there it was not anly the poorer
cattle which were put up for sale. The supoly was increased
along the sastern trail, and sxperienced tradesmen werg guick
to zee to what extent the value of the smacisted cattle could
b inoreased by suitable feeding.

In Wedsl, where the market gained importance during the 15th
a

ri
century, thevre iz also a "Roland” as a sign of market
legitimacy. The first one, incidentally, is suppossd to have

beoen made of wood.

The market for the lean cattle usually took place at the end
of March. Cattle tradere came From MNiedersachsen,

Fhinglands and Ffrom the Metherlands. They purchasesd on oa
arge scale, whiles the sg-called "buvers” moshl

ans or two animals.
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Even in thoses times the principals
determined the price. IFf more cattle
drm,p%d, Thass were bad times for the 3 even though
the old and respectsd ones had their Feaular ﬂUF‘haEQrE and
managed to overcome these timess bestiter than the others.

Frequently & transaction would be concluded before delivery,
wherebhy the markets determined the purchase prices for the
coming six months. A good measwre of mutual confidence was
Ews@nbiml +or rallninq put businsss in this manner. The
trader had to rely on proper fFeeding, the supplisr had to be
stire that the tradesman would pay according o arrangament.
Market trading had its habits. A& transaction was considers

e concluded when both partners had noted it down on their
boards. & purchase was also concluded by shaking hands. Trust
and belief prevailed, monsy was banded over in sealed bags.
Fore importarnt business was often transacted by means of a
middleman in Hamburg.
Disputes were resclved there and then by the market court
with the senior official fFfrom Pinnemberg as cLu1;m~n,



steadily until it completely lost its importance.

Even today there ars many passibilities of experiencing the
#ietcry of these old trails. Those who are good wa]kerc
should take part in a seven day walk along the drovers® trail
Trom Sohleswig to Yiborg. This is arrangsd by the Danish
Feople's Bport Associaticn and touchess on mﬁmy historical

=
points of interest along the 200 b long stretoch.

The book by Jirgen Fieplow mentioned below makes some
imteresting sw Estiors for a trip by bicycle or by car along
the tracks of the catitle ftraders. A more extensive literary

jourrmey into the past can also be undertaken with the help of

a large number of suggestions.



